John Lewis

Born April 9, 1865
Llanddewi Velfrey, Pembrokeshire, Wales

Death 8 Oct 1943
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada

Prepared by:

Jeffrey Stephen Lewis
Great-Grandson of John’s Brother, Thomas



The Life of John Lewis (1865 - 1943)

John Lewis was born on 9 April 1865!. Stephen Lewis was his 22-year-old father and Margret
(sometimes Margaret) Thomas Lewis was his 27-year-old mother. He had a 2-year-old brother,
Thomas. The family lived at Tyrbach, a 34-acre farm near Llanddewi Velfrey, Pembrokeshire,
Wales. His father died suddenly of “Rupture of the Bowells” on 17 March 1866, before John’s first
birthday?. Margret gave birth to Martha on 27 October 1866 and was left to take care of Tirbach
(translated from Welch as ‘small land,” sometimes Tyrbach) with her three small children.

Mary Griffiths (wife of Emlyn), Stephen B Lewis, Clara
Griffiths (wife of Steve B Griffiths) & Anne Cleary
outside Tirbach in 1963.

Circa 1967 and 23 photoof T am, Wales

The 1871 Wales Census! showed Margret as a farmer of 34 acres, living at Tyrbach with her three
children: Thomas Lewis (age 8), John Lewis (age 6), and Martha Lewis (age 4). They had one farm
servant named Elizabeth Beynon (age 19). Thomas and John are listed as “scholars” indicating
they were attending school. By the 1881 Census, Tyrbach had shrunk to 26 acres, and 16-year old
John was a “servant” with Thomas Thomas, his mother’s brother. This was at “Pantyhas,” a nearby
57-acre farm that previously belonged to Margret’s parents.

Circa 2012 photo of Pantyhas farm , Wales

About 1888, 22-year-old John married Catherine Jones from Builth, Breconshire, Wales. On 14
October 1889 they had their first child, Anne. In 1891 John is a cabinetmaker,3 his profession for
the rest of his life.



In 1891, John, Catherine and Anne immigrated to Canada. ! Their second child, Thomas Llewellyn,
was born 10 December 1893 in Victoria.# They established themselves at 60 Niagara Street,
Victoria, Canada with John working as a cabinetmaker.> ¢ Their third child, Maggie Myfanwy, was
born 5 June 1896. In 1897, John was working for the Victoria furniture maker Weiler Brothers.” 8 ?
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In 1899, John’s family moved to 5 Haughton Street in Victoria, a street name that no longer
exists.10 About 1900 John built their new home at 87 Carr Street,11 12 13 3 few blocks from the
center of Victoria. Carr Street was renamed about 1907 and their address became 58 Government
Street. “Evidence of [John’s] craft can be seen throughout the house, especially in the ornate
mantelpiece and decorative woodwork in the living room as well as in the wood-paneled
vestibule.”14 John built at least one other home in this timeframe.15

By 1901, John was an accomplished Victoria amateur photographer. Several of his photographs
are in the City of Victoria Archives.1® John photographed his family, houses he built, and parks
around Victoria.

About 1903, John’s older brother Thomas arrived from Wales, staying in Victoria before
immigrating to San Francisco on the ship “Umatilla” in September 1903.17
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Circa 1901 photo of house built by John Lewis at 58 Government Street, Victoﬁé, Canada
(Photo by John Lewis)



City of Victoria Archives, photo MO8154, "Belmont Avenue, three houses from Pembroke Street built by John Lewis.ca 1800.7
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-Circa 1900 photo of house built by'ohn Lewis at 2217 Beldht St Victoria, Canada. -
L to R: Anne Lewis, Maggie Myfanwy Lewis, John Lewis, Thomas Llewellyn Lewis, Catherine Lewis
(Photo by John Lewis)

John’s daughter Anne was still living at 87 Carr Street in 1905.18 In 1908, John was a
cabinetmaker for D. Spencer Ltd department store and Anne was living with John, and was a clerk
at Beeton & Company, a dry goods supplier.1® 20 [n 1909, Anne had moved away, and John's son
Thomas was living at 58 Government and working as a plumber for A Sheret Limited,?21 2223 3
distributor of plumbing and heating supplies.?*

By 1911, Anne had moved away, married Daniel Day and had a son Daniel. John was working 48
hours a week at the Spencer factory, making $2000 annually. John was living at 58 Government
with his 50-year-old wife Catherine, his 18-year-old son Thomas who was working as a plumber,
and his 14-year-old daughter Maggie.2>

In September 1912, Stephen Benjamin Lewis, John’s brother’s son, arrived from Wales.26 Stephen
lived at 58 Government Street. Stephen got a job as clerk at the Hudson’s Bay Company,27 saving
his money so he could send for his fiancée, Mabel Isabella Thomas who was living in
Bournemouth, England.28

In 1914 Maggie, now known as Margaret, moved out of 58 Government Street to live with her
older sister, Anne.2%



Title: Spencer’s Store:; Governmnent Street, Yictoria,circa 1907

By 1915 Stephen had been promoted to manager of the Hudson’s Bay liquor department.3? In
March 1915, Mabel arrived from England,3! and married Stephen on 5 April.32 Stephen and Mabel
moved into their own Victoria home, leaving John, wife Catherine, and son Thomas at 58
Government Street.33 Stephen and Mabel’s baby son Leonard William Lewis was born 6 February
191634 leaving Mabel with childbirth complications that led to her death on 4 April 1916.35 Likely
John and Catherine assisted Stephen, Mabel and Leonard during these difficult times.

In August 1917, Stephen and Leonard immigrated to San Francisco3® to join Stephen’s father
Thomas and stepmother Mary.37

In 1920, both Margaret (aka Maggie) and Mrs. Anne Day were again living with John and
Catherine at 58 Government St. Margaret was working as a nurse.3®8 Anne was a court
stenographer making $780 annually.3?

In 1925, Maggie Lewis immigrated to Seattle, married William Anders Dunks#9 and lived the rest
of her life in Seattle. She died in Seattle on 8 July 1965 at the age of 69.4142

In 1940, Anne Day was living with her husband Daniel in Yale, British Columbia.#3 Daniel died in
1946 at age 68.44 On 11 July 1949, Anne married Stephen Henry Temple in Seattle, Washington.*>
Margaret and William Dunks were the official witnesses at this marriage. Anne died in Vernon,
British Columbia on 16 December 1943 at age 84.46



Anne Lewis
(Photo found at John Lewis B&B)

John Lewis died 8 October 1943 at age 78.47 He was retired at 58 Government with his wife
Catherine.#® Catherine died 24 April 1957 at age 96.4°

Thomas L Lewis and his wife, Gertrude Alice Watterson, moved back to 58 Government by 1945.50
This same year, Thomas’s son, Theos Llewellyn Lewis, a Royal Canadian Air Force pilot, died in a
flight accident in England.51

Years after Thomas’s death in 1985,52 58 Government Street became the John Lewis House Bed
and Breakfast.>3 The author has not been able to find any living descendants of John Lewis.
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About the Author
April 2014

[t might be said that my interest in John Lewis began when Janet Himmelright found and
contacted me, her second, half-cousin. Both Janet and Jeff used ancestry.com to research their
Lewis ancestors. Later, Janet's mother, Margaret A Simmons, made a casual comment about the
very tall heights of her female Welsh cousins in Canada. What cousins in Canada?

Jeff and Janet began to track down John Lewis and his family. John Lewis is both Jeff’s great
granduncle and Janet’s great granduncle. Thomas Lewis, John's older brother, mentioned in the
story, is Janet’s and Jeff’s great grandfather. Jeff is the son of Leonard William Lewis, mentioned in
this story.

During her online search, Janet made two key discoveries: The John Lewis Bed & Breakfast, and
the John Lewis fonds in the City of Victoria Archives. Jeff had been outside 58 Government Street
decades before, and knew his grandfather Stephen had lived there. Jeff also knew Stephen’s wife,
Mable, was buried at Victoria’s Ross Cemetery.

After months of research, Jeff, his wife Cindy, and Janet and her husband Tom, decided to stay at
the John Lewis B&B and expand their search for John Lewis information. During their stay in July
2012, the innkeepers, Bob and Becky, the Royal BC Museum and the City of Victoria Archives all
provided key documents.

Jeff and Cindy Lewis live in Templeton, California. Janet and Tom live in Ridgefield, Connecticut.



